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THE BEGINNINGS OF MILITARY IN¬ 
STRUCTION AT AUBURN 


(Extract from L. V. Rosser’s 
Reminiscences) 

In the transition from the old to the 
new college, the introduction of the mili¬ 
tary system was the chief feature. In 
fact, it completely obliterated the old 
college. Hereinbefore I have stated that 
the Web. Society had its regalia for its 
officers and members, somewhat after 
the manner of the Masons. That was trim 
only nominally. During the fall and 
winter of 70-1 that Society was making 
arrangements to procure a full outfit of 
such regalia. The introduction of the 
military swept all that out at one stroke. 
Tn fact, the activity and rivalrv of the 
two societies became gradually less and 
less till, by the last of .tune when I left, 
the Societies seemed to me to be about 
forgotten. It was with some difficu'tv 
that the men of the senior class could be 
induced to enter the military. But they 
we'’e full of the spirit of the old college, 
and when appealed to on the ground tha^ 
it was necessary for them to do so and 
tai-p a hand in building up a great new 
college in the South, they tumbled in, 
Gen. Geo. P. Harrison, then a resident of 
Auburn and called there Col. Harrison, 
was made commandant. He entered 
upon the discharge of his duties with 
commendable zeal, and while he was 
reasonable and considerate with his 
“hoys.” often exrOaining to them the rea¬ 
son and ner-essity of strict rules and 
prompt obedience, he worked them pret¬ 
ty hard, especially those selected for of¬ 


ficers. As these embryo officers were 
fully aware of the reason and necessity 
for this, they made no kick. 

The students were organized into a 
Battalion of Cadets, of two companies, A 
and B. In this work the Commandant 
was assisted especially by Prof. Stubbs, 
by mutual consent, I .suppose, as they 
were close friends. The distribution of 
the otiiccrs and men between the two 
companies according to their member¬ 
ship in the two societies was a matter of 
importance, at least it was treated as 
such. Many private consultations took 
place between individaul .students and 
Prof. Stubbs and the Commandant. The 
result was: 

Company A.—C. R. Williamson, (Wirt) 
Adjutant, and highe.st rank. J. S. Gol- 
son (Web.) Major, rank below Captain. 

Company A.—C. R. Williamson. (Wirt) 
Captain; (i, C. Spigener (Web.) Lieuten¬ 
ant; W. E. Horne, (Wirt) O. S. 

Company B. —L. V. Rosser, (Web.) 
Captain; E. W. Solomon, (Wirt) Lieuten¬ 
ant; S. O. Townsend, (Wirt) O. S. 

The officers were taken in hand first 
by the Commandant. The room assigned 
to him was the great empty hall on the 
second floor over the Chemical labora¬ 
tory and under the Web. hall. The floor 
was chalked off with several long .straight 
lines, and here the embryo officers, every 
forenoon including Saturday, were made 
to “toe the mark,” according to Upton’s 
Manual of Tactics, in which they were 
assigned lessons, also, altogether con¬ 
suming one hour and a half. For the 
.same length of time every afternoon, 
when the weather would permit, these 
officers took charge of squad of men on 
the campus. At that time the college 
campus was rather small and, much of 
it unfit for military evolutions. In the 
maneuvers of the souads and companies 
many a collision occured; all accidental 
of course, but sometimes there was grave 
suspicion of design. There was much 
delay in the arrival of the uniforms and 
arms for the battalion. The arms that 
finally came were entirely too heavy for 
our boys; they were heavy eyen for reg- 
idar army seryice. The guns were taller 
than many of the men. The thing. Swo’al, 
or Sabre, that I had to wear and handle 
was contained in a metallic scabbard 
and was so Ions that when girded on th^' 
rnd of the scabbard reached the ground 
•md ratt'ed on the rocks as I walkect. 
The oen mav be mightier than the sword 
but that thing was mighty enough to 
give its wearer many a trip and tumble. 

The insisnia for the officer of the dav 
was the red sash of a general, or Colonel, 
that the commandant came out of the war 
with, and was reputed to he the surviv- 
ips eye-witness of much bloody service. 
This sash was brought together near the 
ends in a looping knot, so that the sa.sh 
could be thrown across the right .should- 
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er with the ends and tassels dangling at 
the 1 ft side. 

Decoration Day at Auburn was always 
a memorable occasion. To celebrate this 
day in the spring of 1872, Col. Harrison 
Nvas selected as the orator. Of course 
his battalion of cadets must be there in 
their best array. Then the hour (about 
3 o’clock P. M.) for the celebration ar¬ 
rived, the Colonel and other notables, in 
carriages, g dhered in the college campus, 
and a procession was formed to go out 
to the cemetery. The battalion of cadets 
marching to the martial music of life and 
drum, was the new and prime feature or 
the occasion. The battalion was in 
charge of the officer of the day, who 
happened to be L. V. Rosser for that day. 
When the battalion arrived at tbe ceme¬ 
tery they wei’e drawn up in single file 
in the rear af the sneaker’s stand, and 
facing the audience, and were ordered to 
stand at “Parade Rest.’’ After the usual 
prelimhiaries, the Col. opened upon his 
discourse in the course of which he be- 
”came so absorbed in bombarding tbe ene- 
mv and recounting the valor of the Con¬ 
federate soldiers on many a hardfought 
battlefield that he became oblivious to 
the passage of time and his battalion of 
cadets standing at “Parade Rest’’. The 
O.'D. was^Sb intently engaged in watching 
/he manetivers of a real Rrigadier General 
|g.,full action that he, too, became obliv- 
|l^s to time and locality. As tbe battal- 
was facing to the west and the sun 
>'as dropping toward the horizon, its 
rays were striking the cadets sejuarely in 
dhe face. The afternoon was warm and 
sultry. The Col. seemed to be wound up 
to run fbr ah indefinite length of time. 
The situation was rapidly becoming des¬ 
perate. A message was started and dis¬ 
patched from man to man along the line 
tb the head of the battalion \vhcre the O. 
D. was standing, and was delivered by 
Scolt, the tallest, largest and strongest 
man of the battalion and was received 
in this form: “For God’s Sake give us a 
rest”. The O. D. arousing himself, tak¬ 
ing the situation at a glance, and taking 
it for granted that a commanding officer 
should have originality enough to meet 
any emergency, stood out a little more in 
front of the battalion and sbielding his 
mouth with his hand on the side toward 
the Col. in a loud whisper, commanded, 
“Rattalion Souat.’’ The battalion stfuat- 
ted and so did the O. D. The Col. knew 
nothing of all this till he had finished 
bis address. When he turned around 
and saw the situation he was greatly nro- 
voked. He apnroacbed the O. D., strin- 
ned the latter of tbe Sash, nut it on him¬ 
self, took charge of the battalion himself, 
told the O. p. to consider himself under 
arre.st, and ordered him to follow in the 
rear back to the college campus; and this 
the O. I), did. Rut the Col. of his own 
accord, soon relented and acknowledged 


that “Considering all the circumstances’’ 
he had acted too hastily. Whatever im¬ 
pression this incident may have made on 
others, it was deeply carved in the mem¬ 
ory of the O. 1). Yet it left no grouch in 
his heart. 


ATHLETICS 


Despite the fact that the baseball sea¬ 
son is fast waning, and Auburn has lo.st 
four out of six games played thus far, 
there yet remains much in the general 
demeanor of the tiine to warrant an op¬ 
timistic outlook for the balance of the^ 
season. Though Auburn’s ancient ene-' 
mies, Tech and Georgia, won their res¬ 
pective series against the Tigers, the 
work of the losing team was such as 
might be the fate of any cursed with 
untoward luck. The scores in both these 
series were decided only after such bat¬ 
tles as onlv the Tigers can fight and were 
exceedin^^P" close. 

Auburn came back on her own dia¬ 
mond recently and administered a couple 
of admirable trouncings to Dgletborpe 
University and present indications erp 
that she will duplicate this feat against 
her next opponent, Mercer. 

The nine, thougb not tbe equal of the 
championship team of la.st year, is yet 
one entirely worthy of bearing tbe 
Orange and Blue, and it is a certainty 
that when the final contests for the 
championship of the S. 1. A. A. are play¬ 
ed that Auburn will be among the fore¬ 
most. The team is made up, for the 
most part of new material, though Scott 
at short stop and Barnes at second are 
veterans and are proving themselves all¬ 
southern material. Hugh Anderson, also 
of last year’s squad, is holding the receiv¬ 
ing end of the battery in a manner bor¬ 
dering almost upon professional effici¬ 
ency, and George Johnston, one of the 
greatest hurlers Auburn has ever pro¬ 
duced, is true to old time form, despite 
tbe bandicap of a wrenched knee, Char¬ 
lie Ollinger, also, is proving to be ex¬ 
ceptional material for the mound. He 
bas at last gained the control which 
enables bim to use tremendous speed, 
and with Anderson’s clever generaLshin 
will undoubtedly place Auburn on the 
))innacle where she belongs. 

It seems that weakness with the bat 
is tbe major defect of this year’s team, 
but Whipple from centerfield and Rich¬ 
ardson from third are doing wonderfal 
work to remedy this. Jack Lassiter of 
Birmingham, is performing well at first 
and Beasley and Creel, at right and left 
field .respectively, are phenomenal base 
runners and steady men at their posi¬ 
tions. 

On the whole it unite reasonable to 
assert that the nine of 1919 is thorougly 
up to the high .standard set by the fam¬ 
ous teams that have gone before it. 
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Track 

With the arrival of Captain Orr as an 
instructor in military science, the track 
team received a miraculous boost. Cap¬ 
tain Orr was, prior to his joining the 
army, the director of athletics at the 
University of Cincinnati, and is a coach 
of perfect ability, especially in tracK 
athletics. Coach Donahue has placed 
this phase of activities entirely in the 
hands of Captain Orr, and the officer is 
fast welding a promising bunch of raw 
material into track athletics of the first 
water. The star material seems to be 
concentrated in a wanderer from New 
,.)ersey named Wideburg, who is an all 
round track athlete, and in A. S. Martin 
who is proving a star at the pole vault. 
Wideburg held the prep, championship 
of his native state and is expected to 
add not a few glories to the banner of 
Auburn. 

A unique phase of the track activities 
is furnished in the person of a one-legged 
high jumper, Lancaster. Lancaster is 
miraculous in the manner in which he 
makes his single limb serve in the place 
of two, and is an illustration of the 
“never-say-die” Auburn spirit. His rec¬ 
ords would be excellent for any athlete 
but in his instance they are marvelous. 

The team is fast gaining the polish 
which Captain Orr’s technic is adding 
to its natural ability and will shortly 
enter the looked forward to meet in At¬ 
lanta, where they have every confidence 
of covering themselves with the splendor 
of victory. 

Boxing 

In boxing is found a new phase of 
Auburn athletics, but one which bids 
fair to rival football in popularity with 
the student body. This is due to the 
recent arrival of .1. Hume McDonald, a 
(huiadian athlete of marked ability, whose 
specialties are boxing and wrestling. 
Mr. McDonald travels under the auspices 
of the National Y. M. C. A., and includes 
all the larger colleges in his tours. He 
carries a hundred pairs of boxing gloves 
with him, and stops at the colleges long 
enough to impart the rudiments of the 
game, and to enlist the enthusiasm of the 
students in the manly art. His instruc¬ 
tion is given en-masse and the stiulents 
are allowed to learn the practice for 
themselves. 

To see a hundred students engaged in 
boxing at the same time, on the drill 
field is certainly an unusual sight, yet it 
is one which will apparently be the 
vogue for a long time, for intense enthus¬ 
iasm is being manifested by the students. 

In order to prevent the sport from 
dying dovvm for lack of enthusiasm and 
organization, the National headquarters 
of the Y. M. C. A. has divided the average 
male bodv into six different weights, 
running from feather weights at 135 
pounds to heavy weights at 170 pounds. 


A medal will be offered for each class (by 
weight) and tournaments for the posses¬ 
sion of these medals will take place 
every month, the medal to go to the man 
who wins it three times. 

Mr. McDonald gives lessons also in the 
more delicate branches of the science of 
self defense, and these lessons have lately, 
by courtesy of the military authorities, 
taken the place of drill. 

Mr. McDonald professes himself as 
delighted with the fighting spirit of the 
boys, and is confident that the sturdy 
characler for which Auburn is noted will 
make this sport very popular, and from 
present indications, it will seem that such 
will be the case. 

Richard M. Johnston. 



ARMY RECORD OF COL. C. .1. NELSON, 
’97 


Appointed Second Lieutenant 17th In¬ 
fantry, December 1st, 1899; served in 
Philippine Islands until 1902; stationed 
at Vancouver Baracks, Washington, April, 
1902, to June, 1903; promoted First Lieu¬ 
tenant, July 23rd, 1901, assigned 24th In¬ 
fantry, transferred to 17th Infantry, Au¬ 
gust, 1902; Philippine Islands July, 1903, 
to August, 1905; b't. McPherson, Ga., Au¬ 
gust, 1905, to October, 1906; with Army 
Cuban Occupation, October, 1906, to 
November, 1907; transferred 24 Infantry, 
October 31st, 1907, stationed Madison 
Barracks, N. Y., with 24th Infantry, No¬ 
vember, 1907, to November, 1911; Pro¬ 
moted to Captain, April, 1911 • Philippine 
Islands, December, 1911, to December 
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1914; transferi’ed to 17 Infantry, Decem¬ 
ber 1914; served on border (Texas) with 
17th Infantry, February, 1915, to October, 
1915; transferred to Q. M. Corps, October, 
1915; Q. M. at Fort Huachuca, Arizona, 
October, 1915, to March, 1916; with ex¬ 
pedition into Mexico, March and April, 
1916; depot Q. M., Harlington, Texas, 
April, 1916, to February 22nd, 1917; 

(T)minanding Motor Truck Company, Feb¬ 
ruary, 1917, to June 1917, Brownsville, 
Laredo and San Antonio, Texas; Com¬ 
manding Truck Company No. 38, Nogales, 
Arizona and Camp Devens, Mass., June, 
1917, to September 24th, 1917; (J. M., Ft. 
Logan H. Boots, October 1st, 1917, to 
January 5th, 1918; Q. M. Camp Wheeler, 
Ga., January 16th, 1918, until October 
2nd, 1918; promoted Major, August 5th, 
1917; Lieutenant Colonel, January 22nd, 
1918; Colonel of Infantry, October 1st, 
1918; in France as Colonel of Infantry, 
(]ommanding Trains and Military Police, 
31st Division, October, 1918; assistant 
(]hief of Staff, G-i, 92nd Division, Novem¬ 
ber, 1918: Commanding 8()8th Pioneer 
Infantry, November 22nd, 1918, to Janu¬ 
ary 17th, 1919; on duty with Purchase, 
Storage and Traffic Division, General 
Staff, Washington, D. C., February 3rd, to 
February 26th, 1919; arrived United 
Stages, February 3rd, 1919, from A. E. F. 
I’rance; Commanding 63rd U. S. Infan- 
t'-v. (Regulars), since February 26th, 
1919. 


HEADQUARTERS 

I\ S. ARMY AMBULANCE SERVICE 
With the French Army. 


My Dear Good Friends :- 

The writer has been very busy for the 
past four months. As you know I am pay¬ 
master for the U. S. A. A. S. (Ambu¬ 
lance Service), attached to the French 
Army. I am proud of my job and the 
grand boys of the corps. As paymaster, 
my business calls me away from Paris 
two weeks of each month. I have a 
(kidillac car and a dandy corporal for a 
driver. Being with the French Army 1 
.go to every part of the front. Vv'hile dur¬ 
ing the winter it is a little uncomfortable, 
still it is very interesting. I go to places 
where few Americans ever .go, on ac¬ 
count of being with the French. I make 
this trip (abort 1600 miles) every month, 
and like our own travel!n.g salesman, 
have come to know many hotel keepers, 
know our 100 Lieutenants, who command 
our companies and am beginning to feci 
at home. They are always glad to see 
me. as I always have plenty of “cash’* 
with me. 

I have made many lasting friends, 
whom it will be hard to leave—have 
formed friendships which I shall always 
treasure. I have worked hard for mv 
boys and have the record that at the end 


of the year there wasn’t any officer or 
soldier in my Corps, who 'hadn’t been 
paid every dollar due him un to January 
1st. A record of which as paymaster, 
I am proud. I never handled much money 
in cash before and you would be surpris¬ 
ed I believe to see how rapidly I can dish 
out one hundred thousand dollars. It 
will be real funny to handle American 
money again, as I haven’t seen, as the 
boys here say, “an honest to God dollar’’, 
in months. In “this man’s army” we 
pay in francs. We have to keep our 
books in dollars and pay in French mon¬ 
ey so you see it is quite complex. 

I have a fine office force in Paris, 
boys to whom I am devoted—and who 
work for me just like my boys in tbe of¬ 
fice at home. I am proud of them and 
we have a happy family. 

I have many relics, v*^hich our boys in 
the service have given me and which 1 
have picked up. Right after Peace I was 
coming over the Vosges Mountains, not 
far behind the Germans. I found a 
deserted camp, which v.'as dug in the side 
of the mountains and ingeniouslv cam¬ 
ouflaged with brush. I went in and got 
a carload of German Helments and gas 
masks. Some of the helmets have the 
name of the dead Boche on them. In 
Mulhaussen I secured some iron crosses 
from some Boche Prisoners. In Sedan I 
j'ot a German rifle left behind by a flee¬ 
ing Boche soldier. In Worms, Germany 
I secured a “Kamerad pistol”. It is a 
little miniature pistol, which the Boche 
concealed in his hand, and after he sur¬ 
rendered, when he got a chance he dou¬ 
ble crossed you and plugged you in the 
back. It is a mean little weapon. At 
Si”e Germany I .got one of the large nis- 
tols, which shoot a cartridge like a shot¬ 
gun. This cartridge contains tbe “flare” 
which they used to light up “No Man’s 
Land”. At Rheims I picked up, right af¬ 
ter the war ended, some wonderful brass 
Boche trench mortar shells, which are 
solid brass and make wonderful flower 
vases. Two of them had never been shot 
and were as bright as gold, and I had to 
unload them on the field, a fool thing to 
do—but I have the shells and that is what 
I wanted. A chap was in my office to 
day who tried to do the same thing and 
he was minus his right arm and right eye. 

I have a shell which I picked un at 
Gambrai and which destroyed a huge 
British tank. I have a picture of the tank 
with some Boche nrisoners near it work¬ 
ing the road. It’s against the rules to 
nho'ogranh Boche prison :!rs, but I gave 
the English Tommy a couple of packs of 
Luck'^ Strike cigarettes, and he. being tho 
guard, turned away, while I snapped 
them. I have a snapshot of the Crown 
Prince of tbe Boche, which I got in 
Weisbaden Germany. I am not nroud 
of it, but iust teep it to show you what an 
ass he looks like. 
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[ have German officers’ brass helmets, 
little shells and relics of all kinds—don’t 
know whether I can ever get them home 
or not. Everyone in Paris wants them 
and everv trip I make to the front my 
car returns looking like an East Ninth 
Street junk dealers yard—loaded down. 
1 give most of them away however. 

It would take a small book to tell of my 
travels each month. I have one hundred 
companies, scattered over the entire 
French Army of Occupation, and it is 
some job to run them down, as they 
change every time a division moves, but 
I will tell you briefly of some of the in¬ 
teresting ulaces. 

Next week I go to Coblenz, Germany, 
where the American Army of Occupation 
is stationed. Maybe I won’t feel like 
hugging some of them when I see them- 
Any one from God’s Own Land over here 
looks good. Well you can imagine how 
glad I will be to see all of them. 

Hundreds of our U. S. A. A. S. boys 
have been killed or wounded. I have 
seen little Ford Ambulances which had 
literally been blown to pieces. I think as 
many of our boys have been decorated 
with the I). S. C. and the 1). S. M. as any 
corps in France. We have the distinc¬ 
tion of wearing the replica of the French 
national game cock on our left shoul¬ 
der—being with the French. 

I started to tell you briefly of my route. 
1 start out from Paris on the first day 
and make 286 miles to Belfort. France, 
I ight on the border of Switzerland. Here 
1 start in and work up the valley of 
the Rhine, through the heart of Alsace 
and Lorraine, which the Boche took from 
the French in the 70’s and which now 
comes back to the French Republic. 1 
have sections or as you would say, com¬ 
panies, in Mulhaussen, a big, fine city. I 
go to Strasbourg capital of Alsace, and 
a magnificient city of 200,000,—fine 
hotels and cafes. From here 1 crossed 
over (he Vosges Mountains—one of the 
most wonderful rides in the world—go 
to Luneville and Nancy, both shot up 
bad'y, and into Metz, capital of Lorraine. 
Me!z is the most wonderfully fortified 
city in the world. It is situated like 
Ghattanooga—surrounded by mountains, 
and a cannon nceping out from every 
crevice. Here I saw many stores torn 
down by the Alsatians after peace was 
declared. Stores of German symoathiz- 
o”s. At.so see the girls, many of them 
dressed in the Alsatian bright-colored 
costumes. You -have seen them in ihc 
circuses and pictures. 1 go from hei c 
ink) old Germany—the home of the old 
Boche proner—to Kaiserlan-en. Worms, 
Oopenheim and Mayeure. All are big 
fine cities. At Maveure I crossed the 
Rhine into Weishaden, the famous Hot 
Springs Ark., of Europe. It is right on 
the Rhine. I have been in the ex-Kaiser’s 


palace there, his private opera and head¬ 
quarters. When you see Alsace and 
Lorraine, which he lost, and the great 
cities over which he ruled, you realized 
how badly he tore his “breeches” when 
he .started to conciuer the world. He lost 
them all, but you know a bully always 
“gets cut down.” 

From Weisbaden, I go on up through 
Coblenz, where I find the American 
Army. I return down through Chau- 
mont. General Pershing’s Headquarters, 
and then on into Verdun. Verdun! how 
jnuch that name means! 1 had dinner 
with some French officers the last time 
1 was there, in the famous Cavern. It is 
a cavern dug in the side of a hill in the 
town of Verdun. It will sleep and care 
for 5,000 men and is concrete, and elec¬ 
trically lighted—one of the most interest¬ 
ing places I ever saw. Old Verdun still 
stands a watch-dog for Paris. They 
never captured her, but she is tattered 
and torn. Not an undamaged house left. 
The surrounding hills literally cleared of 
the forests. The surrounding villages 
and towns without a chimney left. The 
soil ruined by trenches and shell holes. 
Desolation reigns supreme. But the thou¬ 
sands of Boche graves by the roadside 
mutely testify as to the price paid for 
their fiendish wreckage. 

From Verdun, I go down to Ghalon, 
where I unsully get a meal. From Ghalon 
I follow the famous old Marne River— 
made famous bv the French General in 
defending it saying, “Thev shalt not 
pass” and thank God they did not pass. 
Then I come to Chateau-Thierry! Here’s 
the place where our boys turned the tide 
of battle, which ended the war. I never 
pass Chateau-Thierry—a town once of 
several thousand people that I do not 
think that I am on hallowed ground. It 
was here that our boys wrote many pages 
of sacred American history, which will 
live forever. 

I always stop at some of the many little 
cemeteries around Chateau-Thierry, I 
have photographs of them, showing 
where many mother’s son lies .sleeping 
under the skies of France. The little ^ag 
marked on his grave showing his name 
and Regiment, and the little American 
flag nailed to the top of the headpiece. 
Many a ncor mother’s heart is bleeding 
back in the States fo.’ that boy who will 
Tiever re’urn from his sleep in France. 
But we are proud of them. This war had 
to be won—we had to hel]) in order that 
civilization might live unmolested in the 
future—and these boys, God bless them— 
.■^ome of them had to die. in order that 
freedom might live. As I pass ihrough 
Chateau-Thierry, the Somme, the Argonne 
Forest, how proud I am of them and how 
proud I am Lj wear the same uniform 
thov did. 

From here I go to Epernay. Last time, 
I slept there in a building with it ’wa 
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belov freezing, with one end of the room 
shot (itirely away—cold as “Billie he 
damn d”—hut don’t pity me, as I am 
not a hot-house flower any longer, but 
am st;ong in body and limb, despite the 
fact t at the “flu” took a shot at both my 
lungs. 

I tb .m work up to Rheinis, into North¬ 
ern tdanders, Albert, Baupaume, and 
Cambria. Here like Verdun, Argonne, 
Chateau-Thierry, desolation has full 
sway. For hours the auto passes through 
a region where the trench rats can’t find 
a living sign the boys left the trenches. 
No trees standing, villages literally blown 
off the face of the earth, the land hope¬ 
less. 

I go on into Brussels, capital of Bel¬ 
gium, where there is no apparent trace 
of war. Cafes open all night, dance 
halls open and theatres going full blast. 
Bi'ussels is one bright town but they 
sure get your money. There are no 
Americans there and my uniform is a 
curiosity. I went into a cabaret the 
other night where the English officers 
were making it merry with the pretty 
Brussels girls. And what do you think? 
They danced almost entirely to American 
popular airs. In another cafe the orches¬ 
tra leader saw me, knew my uniform and 
proceeded to play a lot of American 
tunes, and when he played “The Girl I 
Left in Sunny Tennessee” and the 
“Sewanee River” I came near going A. 
W. (). L. and coming home. 

From Brussels, I go down through the 
heart of Belgium, along the Meuse River— 
another wonderful trip, much like the 
Vosges Mountains. I pass through Lou- 
dan. Sedan was the deciding battle of 
the Franco-Prussian war in the 70’s and 
Louvain where the Roche shot lot) Bel¬ 
gians, and Dinant, where he shot 500 at 
the beginning of the war. I skirt Luxem¬ 
bourg and go back into France by way 
of Ser an. It is strange it was one of the 
last t wns retaken by our boys before 
the a nistice. It, as a town, is ruined. 
The ’ st time Hwas there, it was very 
cold. I got permission from the French 
Mavo to sleep in an old shelled house 
with jart of it blown away. Of course 
we sl'.pt with our clothes on. It was an 
old d .sorted Boche barracks and here mv 
Corporal and Lieutenant had a full attack 
of coolies. I escaped them—if I hadn’t 1 
wouldn’t tell you. My Corporal said 
they could raise more hell to be so very 
small than anything he ever saw. Serious¬ 
ly, they are bad—before you go to voui 
room in Paris, upon returning you have 
to go to a delousing station be washed 
and your clothes disinfected and nut 
under 15 pounds of live steam. If yovi 
ever let them get in your clothes or room 
it is good night, sure enough. 

From Sedan we go to Meziorres, whore 
the Kaiser made his headnuarters duriir^ 
the war and where the “Klown Prince” 


and Hindenburg stayed mo^t of the time. 
The house in which the Kaiser lived has 
a big steel net over the top to protect it 
from bombs. 

From here I go on to Laon. Near Laon 
the other day a deer ran across the road 
not 50 feet from my car. Laon was blown 
up like hundreds of others. From here 
1 go on to Rheinis, where the wonderfut 
Cathedral was destroyed. Then back to 
Laon, over the Chemis des Dames (Road 
of Women) to Soissons. This is the worst 
part of the battle front I have ever seen. 
I simply can’t describe it. Got into Sois¬ 
sons the other night in a driving snow 
storm; hadn’t made it on my other trips. 
The town was blown away and I had to 
go into Campeigne; had a flat tire, too 
cold to tlx it, and we had a .sweet time. 

From Compeigne I go into Paris and 
this ends my 1,000 mile monthly pay¬ 
master trip. 

Now right here let me give you an 
opinion of mine—it’s only mine—others 
might be of a different opinion, but don’t 
let them till you up on bull about starv¬ 
ing Germany. The be.st “chow” and the 
ePeapest is that 1 get over here in Ger¬ 
many. Good food, olenty of it and cheap. 
They are short on bread, but that is all 
I can sec. If they are starving I haven’t 
seen evidences of it, but I haven’t been 
all over Germany. 

Belgium has suffered; food is high 
there but I don’t see the devastation there 
that I see in France. Of course she is a 
small nation, but France got it worse. 
I saw King Albert decorate some Belgian 
soldiers in Des in Tirelmont. near Lou¬ 
vain, and it was very impressive. The 
Belgians fought but for four years, poor 
I'rance was the battlcgrounci. How she 
is bleeding. Just picture starting in an 
automobile from Atlanta to Chattanooga. 
Picture the telephone poles down, the 
railroads blown un, with the locomotives 
and cars lying blown to bits bv the road¬ 
side. Fancy seeing Rome, Dalton, La- 
Fayette, Ro'ssville and all other towns 
simply leveled. Picture the trees cut 
away, the bridges blown down and the 
land honey-combed with trenches, the 
roads witli great shell-holes in them. 
Then coming into Cha'tanoo^^a, nich-ire 
our building with not a wall left standing, 
not a bric^' intact. Then go on through 
Chathinooga down Market and not find 
a building where one could live. Then 
you have lust a faint idea of Verdun, 
Rheims, Chateau-Thierry. Epernay, Sois¬ 
sons, ,‘^cdan, Albert, Baupaume, Amiens, 
Laon Eton and hundreds of other towns 
I r’ould name. 

Ponder over Unis and t!icn see if you 
aren’t grateful to God that you live in 
oeace and olenty—’hat you have a warm 
home, good food, and that your homes 
arc not wrecked and that you have jobs, 
vour children are happy, rape and mur¬ 
der doesn’t stalk in your streets. I say 
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if you think of this you have lots to be 
thankful for. 

I am grateful for ray chance to serve 
over here, but I am just waiting for the 
big “Boss” to say go—so I can return, 
take up ray task alongside all of you. 
many who have worked with me for 
years. Best of luck and wishes for all. 

Temporarily, 

(]apt. O. B. Andrews, 
Paymaster, U. S. A., With the French 

Array. 

47 Rue Ponthiu Paris, France. 


11)17, i)ronioted Captain, May 23rd, 1917. 
December 2Gth, 1917, ordered to com¬ 
mand Marine Detachment U. S. S. Ver¬ 
mont. 

September Kith, 1918 ordered to the 
Machine Cun School, Overseas Depot, 
Quantico, Va. October 18th, 1918, order¬ 
ed command. Company “B,” Machine 
Cun Battalion, 5th Brigade, U. S. Marines. 
Octoljer 28th, 1918 sailed for France. 
November 9th landed at Brest, France. 
Present station. Camp Pontanezen, Brest, 
France. 



CAPTALN F. A. HART 
The following is a statement of the 
lecord of (iaptain Hart in the United 
States Marine Cori>s: 

Commissioned Second Lieutenant, Feb¬ 
ruary (ith. 1917; attended Marine Officers’ 
at Norfolk, Va., graduated, June 30th. 
1917, July 1st, 1917, ordered to Marine 
(iorps Rifle Range at Winthrop, Md. 

August 1st, 1917 ordered to Marine Bar¬ 
racks at Philadelnhia. Pa. August Kith, 
1917 ordered to the U. S. S. Vermont as 
Junior Officer, Marine Defachmenf, of 
fhat ship. Promoted First Lieutenant to 
date from May 22nd, 1917. October lst^ 


Co. A School Detachment, 

A. P. K. Toulouse University, 

Toulouse, France. 

March 12, 1919. 
Editor of Auburn Alumnus, 

Auburn, Ala. 

Dear Sir: 

1 take pleasure in sending you a copy 
of the first number of what we think to 
be the first college paper published in 
Europe, by American Students. 

From it you will get a better idea of 
what is being done by American Students 
at Toulouse University than I would be 
able to give. 

No need to ask if there are Auburn 
men here. I have traveled west to San 
Antonio, Texas, east to Dijon, France 
(near the Swiss border). They are 
everywhere. 

Those having shown their colors in 
Toulouse, so far, are: Roaers, Tl; Mor¬ 
row, ’14: Mcl.emore, ’17: Shaw, ex ’18; 
Brown, ’14: Appleton, ’1(5; Sholts, ’17; 
Callaway. ’20. 

May I have a recpiest at this time for 
back numbers of the Alumnus, beginning 
with May, 1917? Will call for them when 
I ’•''turn to America. 

My host wishes are always with Au¬ 
burn. I am. 

Sincerely. 

Jas. E. Shotts, 
Corporal. U. S. Army. 


REESE DILLARD ON FOOD COMMIS¬ 
SION IN EUROPE 


_W. Reese Dilhu'd, 191(5. enlisted in the 
17lh Engineers May. 1917. went over 
seas in Julv, 1917 as ton-sergeant, served 
in France with this regiment till March, 
1919, when he was detailed for duty w'th 
the inter-allied food commission H(‘ 
rose from the rank of sergeant to tlirt of 
second lieutenant rnd then to first lieu- 
t^'iiant, A recent issue of the Atlanta 
Constitution savs: 

t.ieiitenant William Reese Dillard- of 
Washinefon, Wilkes Count'', one of the 
'oung Ceorgia officers, who served in 
R'-ance a year and a half with the 17th 
Ennineers did not return to the states 
with the regiment as he has been detailed 
for duty with the inter-allied food com- 
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mission. He is now at headquarters in 
Paris, but expects to go later to Serbia 
and Italy, 

Lieutenant Dillard left Cornell Uni¬ 
versity in the spring of 1917 to enlist 
with the first company formed of south¬ 
ern engineers, when the 17th regiment 
was organized in Atlanta. He received 
his commission in France, being later 
promoted to first lieutenant. He is a son 
of Mrs. Sarrah Reese Dillard, of Wash¬ 
ington and well known throughout the 
.state. 



LIEUT. COL. .1. D. ELLIOTT, ’02 


W. M. Riggs, President of Clemson Col¬ 
lege, is now in Europe directing educa¬ 
tional work among our soldiers. The 
following announcement was recently 
issued by Clemson College: 

“The ‘Army Overseas Educational Com¬ 
mission’ petitioned the Clemson College 
Board of Trustees at its December meet¬ 
ing for the services of President W. M. 
Riggs for six months to serve as one of 
their Educational Directors in the work 
now being organized for our soldiers 
abroad. 

The Trustees felt that it was the duty 
of the College to render to our soldiers 


any service of which it was capable. 
Therefore the petition was granted. 

President Riggs sailed for France the 
middle of February and will be away 
until tbe last of July or early in August. 
Upon his return he will resume his posi¬ 
tion of Pre.sident at the College.” 


PERSONALS 


Shu Min Wong, 1917, returned to China 
immediately upon graduation and has 
since been located at Shanghai, his home 
city. Soon after his return to Shanghai 
was married to Sue Za Woo, an educated 
Christian Chinese young woinan. 

Recent letters state that he is associated 
with Mr. C. C. Nieh, a very prominent 
business man of Shanghai as private sec¬ 
retary, and manager of a large cotton 
manufacturing plant. Mr. Nieh was Vice- 
President of the Commercial Mission 
which China sent to the United States in 
1915. 

Recently Wong brought together all 
the returned American students in Shang¬ 
hai, and organized them into a Society 
for Constructive Endeavor, of which he 
is secretary. The purpose of this Society 
is to promote political and industrial 
movements that are for the best intere.sts 
of the Chinese people. 

Leo Tsiang, who left Auburn in 1916, 
after having taken two years of his work 
here, graduated from Oberlin College, 
Ohio in the class of 1918. In Augu-st 
last he was sent to France as a Y, M, C, A. 
Secretary, and he has there been work¬ 
ing amona the Chinese laborers, connect¬ 
ed with the work of the English Army, 
He expects to return to America, and 
to visit Auburn after he is released from 
the army work before be returns to 
China, 

Jake Wolf, who has been in business 
in Montgomery, has moved to Denver. 
Colorado, where he will take charge of 
large business interests. 

M. A. Westcott is now a Lieutenant 
Colonel on the staff of General Bullard. 

A. M. Kennedy. ’98, is Personnel Direct¬ 
or for the Air Nitrates Corporation, Mus¬ 
cle Shoals, Ala., and agent of the ord¬ 
nance department for manufacture of 
ammonium nitrate. Previous to the date 
on which he entered this work. April 
22, 1918, he was with Thos. A. Edison in 
charge of experiments on submarine and 
torpedo detection. 

John. M, Johnson, ’12, graduated at 
U, S. Military Academy, West Point, Au¬ 
gust 30, 1917, and was assigned to the 
19th F. A., Texas. He was aide-de-camp 
to Major General F. L. Winn up to April, 
1918; in 2nd F. A.. California and Okla¬ 
homa, fiom that date to August, 1918; 
and is now on duty in the Department of 
Tactics at West Point. His rank is First 
Lieutenant. 
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C. B. Hawkins, 1915, who was an of¬ 
ficer candidate in Field Artillery when 
the armistice was signed, enlisted as a 
private in training school (F. A. C, O. T. 
S.), Camp Zachary Taylor, Ky, He was 
assigned to 2nd Observation Battery and 
to 11th Training Battery, F, A. C. O. T. S. 

O. Ellery Edwards, ’94, was Chairman 
of Local Draft Board No. 42, New York 
City from July 1, 1917, to August 20, 1918, 
when he resigned to resume the practice 
of law for the support of his family and 
to regain his health after a long period 
of too strenous and protracted labors in 
this patriotic service. 

Milner H. Eskew, 1911, entered as stu¬ 
dent officer-. M. 0. T. S. Camp Greenleaf 
in March. 1918; was adjutant to School 
of Gas Defense, Canin Greenleaf, instruct¬ 
or in Gas Defense, Fort Oglethorpe, Ga.; 
and is now Post Surgeon. Curtis Rov 
General Ordnance Depot, Baltimore, Md. 

H. 1. Brengle, 1912, was a member of 
the Lee County, Texas, Council of De¬ 
fense until it was disbanded. He was 
chairman of the agricultural section of 
this committee. 

B. C. Williams, 1907, is Assistant Sur¬ 
geon in U. S. Public Health Service, and 
is in charge of medical care of discharg¬ 
ed sailors, soldiers, and marines at U. S. 
Marine Hospital, Chicago, Ill. 

Three Auburn men, E. E. Downing, 
J. B. Lovelace, and .1. ,1. Lovelace, have 
recently bought “The Garden of Eden” 


and will operate it under the name of 
California Date Co. This delightful spot 
is not in Asia but in California near the 
town of Indio in Coachella Valley. Figs, 
dates, and almonds and all kinds of luxu¬ 
riant fruits will be the chief products— 
except the health and happiness of the 
owners. We once dreamed that “John¬ 
ny” would come back to Auburn when 
tlie war was over and edit the Alumnus, 
hut there is grave fear that we cannot 
compete with “The Garden of Eden.” 

S. G. Forbes, ’00, is chief Electrical 
Engineer to the Government of Mysore 
State, Bangalore. Mysore. India. 

Gordon Roysce Smith, ’16, is now a 
student in the i Medical Department of 
the University of Alabama, Mobile. 

The Alumnus notes with regret the 
death of Julius T. Dixon of Birmingham, 
husband of Idaline Bell, ’01. 

W. 11. Lamar, ’81, now Solicitor Gen¬ 
eral of the Post Office Department, Wash- 
ing!6n, 1). C. His most recent work has 
been in connection withrFe^eral control 
of teleohone and telegraph systems of the 
United States. 

A. B. Moore, 1911, recently- joined the 
Department of History ia the Iowa Agri¬ 
cultural College, Ames, la. Geo. Waddell 
Snedecor, ex-1902 (Auburn) and later 
graduate of the University of Alabama, 
is Professor of Mathematics in the same 
institution. 
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“A SQUARE” DEAL 

for everybody is the “Spalding 
Policy.” We guarantee each buy¬ 
er of an article bearing the Spald¬ 
ing Trade-Mark that such article 
will give satisfaction and a reason¬ 
able amount of service. 

Send for our catalogue, 

A. G. SPALDING & BROS. 

74 N. Broad St., Atlanta, Ga. 


BOOK BINDING 

IN ALL ITS BRANCHES 

LIBRARY BINDING, including Public, Uni¬ 
versity, Professional, School, and Private, given 
special attention. Everything in Books, Maga- 
lines. Journals, Etc. 

My Specialty: Promptness, Accuracy, Honest 
Work, Moderate Prices. 

My Rejerences: Any or all my customers. Let 
me gi'ue you a Jeav. 

PAUL F. ROTHPLETZ 

Room 10 Potter Bldg. 1917 1-2 First A^e. 

Birmingham, Alabama 


Neiu York 

0. ELLERY EDWARDS, Jr., ’94 
A ttorney-A t-Law 

Patents, Trade-Marks, Copyrights 

Woolworth Building 


Birmingham, Ala. 

W. K. TERRY, ’90 
Atlorneg-A f-Laiv 

Room 1618, JelTerson Co. Bank Bldg. 


Birmingham, Ala. 

MARTIN J. LIDE, ’02 
Consulting Electrical and 

Mechanical Engineer 


Glomeratas Wanted 

I desire to complete my file of Glom¬ 
eratas, and will pay $2.00 for each year 
except 1897, 1898, and 1900. Write be¬ 
fore sending. 

Address: L. S. Boyd, 15 Seventh 

Street, N. E., Washington, D. C. 



Economy 


Uniforms 


ARE 


The 


Famous 

Kalamazoo 


1 Made to wear well, fit 

1 well, and give perfect 
* satisfaction. 


That is why A. P. I. 

Hpjfl 

cadets have worn them 
for many years. 


Headquarters for mili¬ 
tary equipments. 


THE 


HendersoR'Ames Co. 

1 ^ 

Kalamazoo, Michigan. 


Auburn Student Papers 
Wanted 


The following list of student papers 
was given to the editor recently by Mr. 
L. S. Boyd, Washington, D. C.: 

Society Scroll, by the Literary Socie¬ 
ties, 1882-1883. R. L. Sutton, Editor. 
(First student paper published at Au¬ 
burn.) 

Auburn Analyzer, monthly, 1883-4. W. 
L. Hutchinson, Editor. 

Auburn Monthly Collegian, 1885-1887. 
2 vols. 

College Topics, monthly, January-June, 
1891. (7. C. Johnson, Editor. 

College Index, monthly, 1892-93. Dr. 
C. H. Ross, Editor. 

Orange and Blue, weekly, Nov. 7, 
1894-June 6, 1895. L. S. Boyd and J. 
A. Duncan, Editors. 

Any information about any of these 
will be appreciated. If any copies are 
in existence, we should like to know it. 

THE EDITOR. 


C. L. Ruth & Son 

Jewelers - Opticians 

15 Dexter Avenue - Montgomery, Ala. 
Special attention given to sf)ectacle repairing 



Alabama Polytechnic Institute 

“AUBURN” 

The Oldest School of Technology in the South 
Summer Session 

Next Session Begins Wednesday, September 10, 1919 

69 Professors and Instructors 
886 Students 

20 Well Equipped Laboratories 


iVeiv Buildings: Alumni Gymnasium, Smith Dining Hall, Carnegie Library, Agri¬ 
cultural Hall, Broun Engineering Hall, Dairy and Horticullura 
Laboratories and Greenhouses. 

# 

z=DEPARTMENT S ■ ■ = 

I. Engineering and Mines —Civil, Electrical, Mechanical, Chemical 
and Mining Engineering, Architecture, Metallurgy, Mechanic Arts, Technical 
Drawing, Machine Design, Etc. 

II. Agricultural Sciences. —Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal Industry 
Botany, Entomology, Chemistry. 

Department of Pharmacy —(Four-YearandTwo-Year Courses) 

III. Academic —History, English, Mathematics, Latin, German, French, 
Physics and Astronomy, Political Economy, Psycholog y 

Department of Education — Psychology Educational Psychology, 
Sociology, Educational Sociology, History of Education, Philosophy of Education, 
School Supervision aiid Administration, Methodology. 

IV. Veterinary Medicine. 

Expenses —Free tuition to residents of Alabama. $20.00 to non-residents. 
Board in Dormitory and with private families. 

For Catalogue and Further Information Address 


CHARLES C. THACH, President 


AUBURN, ALA. 





